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THE VIEW FROM THE FORTRESS NORTHEAST FROM MILL CREEK TO THE CHESAPEAKE BAY 

 

 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think Outside the Moat 
 

I've been to Fort Monroe many times, not just driving, but at a slower pace on my bicycle. The area to the northeast 

of the fortress (Wherry Quarter) is the only area on Old Point Comfort with the potential for a long view of the 

fortress. Elsewhere there are historically significant buildings two or more stories high that block the view of the 

relatively low profile of the fortress. To begin to have an appreciation of the immensity of the structure of the 

fortress, without leaving the ground for an aerial view, a person needs to be able to first see it at a distance. The 

best way to "frame" the fortress from the northeast direction would be with a large open landscape, that ―grand 

public place‖ that we have often referred to (see cfmnp.org). 

  

I've also been on top of the walls and walked all the way around numerous times. The view from the fortress 

outward is diminished when you see someone's yard on the other side of the moat. Only the area to the northeast 

offers the potential for a long view outward from the fortress. In the future the Wherry housing and other non-

significant buildings will be removed to open up a view stretching to the northeast, with Mill Creek on one side 

and the Chesapeake Bay on the other. If new development doesn’t spoil the view, it will be a grand one, similar to 

the views so strongly defended at the numerous battlefield sites administered by the National Park Service. For 

Fort Monroe to reach its maximum potential, we need to THINK OUTSIDE THE MOAT and protect all of Fort 

Monroe! 

                                                                        Adrian Whitcomb             fortmonroenationalpark@yahoo.com 



 

 
IS THIS THE BEST WAY TO FRAME THE FORTRESS? 

Will the dominating presence of 

the fortress be lost in the clutter 

of development? 

In a study last year, National Park Service historians observed that Fort Monroe is ―an exceptionally 

important portal‖ through which to view American history. The question now is whether the portal will be 

opened fully — or partially obscured, possibly forever. In November, a state-appointed panel presented a long-

awaited recommendation for what should happen to the fort when the U.S. Army closes it in September 2011 

under directions from the Base Realignment and Closure Commission. Despite initial fears that large swaths of 

the 570-acre property and its scenic views would be targeted for commercial and residential development, the 

Fort Monroe authority — composed primarily of officials from the city of Hampton and state government — 

called instead for Congress to designate at least part of the land a national park. … 

Congress and the National Park Service should begin planning now for a national park encompassing 

all 570 acres of Fort Monroe. Its story is too important — its educational and economic development potential 

too powerful — to be presented in a scaled-down version. This portal to history should be opened wide and to 

all Americans.  – Excerpts from January 2, 2010 Virginian-Pilot editorial, ―Fort’s future is in its storied past.‖ 

 

Can we afford a national park at Fort Monroe? 

Yes. All of the fort's acreage is public land. We 

can defray much, if not all, of the cost of a park's 

operation with revenues generated by leasing 

historic houses and other properties for residences 

or compatible enterprises, such as offices, inns, 

restaurants, and cultural and educational 

organizations. 

Should we accept the argument that new private 

homes on Fort Monroe are better for Hampton 

and the region’s economy than a national park? 

No. A national park will produce far more 

economic benefits. As a national park, Fort 

Monroe will promote tourism, contribute to high-

quality development in Hampton communities 

adjacent to the park and enhance the quality of life 

in Hampton and Hampton Roads. The park itself 

will generate economic activity through residents 

living and businesses operating on the fort 

property.     The history and unique resources at 

Fort Monroe can be preserved and shared for 

the generations to come if it becomes a national 

park. Help us establish Fort Monroe, Virginia, 

as our country’s next national park. 

VISIT CFMNP.org 

TO LEARN MORE 

 

FORT MONROE 
 

A grand public place will 

attract more visitors and 

improve the quality of 

life in the Hampton 

Roads area. 

 


